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California’s “Evangelizer”
Padre Serra to be Canonized

Dear Capuchin Friends,

“Invite all peoples
to know, love, and
serve God who is
most lovable...”

Fr. Harold, OFM Cap.

Peace and Good! St. Francis told his brothers that their
mission was to invite all peoples to know, love and serve
God, because God is “most lovable, delightful, and totally
desirable above all else.”
This mission has been carried out by his followers in many
ways throughout the centuries. Some friars like Blessed
Junípero Serra, whom Pope Francis will canonize this fall,
left home and went to faraway lands like California, which
for him was the “end of the world.” He did this to share
the good news of the gospel with the people there. Other
friars stayed closer to home, but no less fervently found
opportunities to serve the Lord and proclaim the gospel.
I am grateful for the ways the Lord has blessed our own
Province as we seek to follow St. Francis. We continue to
support our brothers who work for the gospel, whether in
the remote mountains of northern Mexico or the streets
of south Los Angeles. I was very edified when our newly
ordained Brother, Fr. Christopher Iwancio, asked to spend
his first Holy Week as a priest serving the people in a remote
mission in Alaska. Our Minister General reminds us often
that part of our vocation as Capuchin Franciscans is “to go
where no one else wants to go.”
As you read this newsletter and catch up on some of the
activities of our brothers, I want to thank you for your part
in our mission. Both by your prayers and your generous
financial support, you help our friars continue to proclaim
the good news of a God who so loved the world that He sent
His only Son as our Savior. Please know that we are praying
for you too.
May the Risen Lord help you know how much God loves
you, and may you share this good news with those God has
put into your own lives.

God Bless,

Fr. Harold Snider, OFM Cap.
Provincial Minister

Ask any tourist what is a “must see” when visiting California
and you’ll probably get the answer: Carmel Mission, one
of twenty-one missions that are significant historical
features of the California landscape. Supposedly one day’s
walk from each other, the twenty-one missions were built
by Fr. Junipero Serra, OFM, and his confreres from 17691784. They became centers of the Catholic faith stretching
northward from Mission San Diego de Alcalá to Mission San
Francisco de Solano in Sonoma—a distance of 529 miles.
Padre Serra was born in
Majorca, Spain, in 1713,
entered the Franciscans
and taught philosophy
for ten years before
being
missioned
to
Mexico in 1749 where
he served at the colonial
Original entrance to
missions. Despite having
Mission Santa Inés, Solvang, CA
terrible sores on his legs
from infected insect bites, Fr. Junipero made the journey
from Mexico City to California on foot. It fell to Serra and
his companions to establish the mission centers and begin
spreading the gospel.
In January 2015 while on his way to Rome from Sri Lanka,
Pope Francis announced, “I will canonize Junipero Serra
in the United States since he was the evangelizer of the
western United States.” Pope Francis considers Blessed
Junipero Serra an “impressive evangelizer” like Peter Faber,
who preached in Europe and St. Joseph Vaz of Sri Lanka.
Often venerated for centuries by the faithful, these holy
Cont’d pg. 3.
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Stage 1
Stage 2
Stage 3
Early days of Mission Dolores, San Francisco,
built in 1776 by Fr. Serra.

Stage 4

Continued from pg. 2.
people are considered saints, with no investigation having
been carried out. The evangelizers exemplify the Pope
Francis’ ideal from Joy of the Gospel, and are canonized by
“equivalent canonization,” a process approved by canon
law.
Reactions to the news of Serra’s upcoming
canonization have been mixed. Andy
Galvan and his cousin, Vincent Medina,
are Ohlone Indians who work at the
Mission Dolores Museum in San
Francisco. “I’ve been praying for this for
years,” said Andy. Meanwhile, Vincent
thinks the missionaries are responsible
for the “physical genocide” of the Native
Americans. Serra is accused of colluding with the Spaniards
to the detriment of the Indians. Vast numbers died due to
diseases brought from Europe, not to mention the “slave
labor” imposed on them by Serra and priests to build
twenty-one mission churches.

Four Stages of Canonization
photo from the Capuchin Solanus Casey Center, Detroit, Michigan

“Serra put his life in
jeopardy by insisting
on radical mercy.“

Gregory Orfalea (op-ed LA Times, Jan. 24, 2015) spent
twelve years researching letters, memoirs, and mission
archives. He contends that Fr. Serra actually defended
the Indians against Spanish comandantes and governors,
both in Mexico and in California, challenging the Spanish
military for their treatment of the Indians.
In one letter Serra is indignant at the soldiers’ treatment
of Indian women and he condemns the indiscriminate
shooting of Indians by the soldiers. When he found out the
soldiers were not punished for these crimes, Serra wrote the
Mexican Viceroy, “What business have we in such a place?”
In another case, Serra intervened against the execution of
nine Indians who burned down the San Diego Mission in
1775. He requested their release and a stay of execution for
the Indian who murdered a friend of Fr. Serra: “Let him live

so that he can be saved, for that is the
purpose of our coming here and its sole
justification.”

What about claims of genocide? Based
on his research, Orfalea states that the
indigenous population at the time of
European contact was approximately
225,000 and declined 33% to 150,000
under Spanish and Mexican rule.
However, under American rule from 1848 onwards, the
Indian population fell to 30,000 in 1870, an 80% drop. This
occurred most “when most of the missions were in ruin,
sold off or closed.”
Orfalea concedes that Serra’s legacy is not without blemish
as thieves and adulterers at the missions were flogged,
but, “Serra faced the government and settler demands for
retributive justice against the Indians and put his life in
jeopardy by insisting on radical mercy.”
Today, in the light of history and advocacy for social
justice, we are aware of systemic and structural evils,
like colonialism, that have caused untold suffering to
people all over the globe. While it is easy to condemn the
consequences of institutional oppression, more difficult
still is it to work within an unjust system to benefit the souls
of others.
Blessed Junipero Serra, pray for us!
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Capuchin life in Northern Mexico
Mexican Friars elect Custos and First Mexican Councilors
The Chapter was a beautiful experience. Although the
weather was cold, the atmosphere was welcoming and
warm as the friars prayed, worked, and recreated together.
Each day began with Mass and prayers, and ended with
prayer. Local families generously came to the Friary,
Convento de San Pio, to cook breakfast and dinner for the
friars which is a testimony to the strong relationship local
people have with the friars.

L to R: Br. Robert Barbato; Br. Julio César Amparanza De los Ángeles; Br. David Beaumont Pfeiffer; Br. Hector Daniel Jimén-dez De
Santiago; Br. Harold Snider, OFM Cap, Provincial Minister

I

n early January 2015, Fr. Harold Snider, Br. Mark Mance,
and I went down to Monterrey in Northern Mexico to
join the friars there for their Chapter. Friars serving
in Northern Mexico are members of the “Custody” of
Northern Mexico. The Custody of Northern Mexico was
established on Dec. 17, 2011, twenty-five years after the
Mexico mission was begun. The Custody depends upon the
Western America Province for financial support under the
jurisdiction of the provincial minister, Fr. Harold Snider,
OFM Cap.

It was a great joy to see all the young friars and meet the
newest members, the postulants and novices. There is a
great enthusiasm for living the Capuchin life in Mexico
and serving the people there. After the chapter ended, Br.
David treated all to a local specialty: we went to ‘El Rey del
Cabrito’ (King of the Young Goat), where we were offered a
famous local delicacy.
After returning from Mexico, I am even more grateful for
the work of the friars there and for the great and devoted
benefactors who make their life possible. May the Lord’s
grace come upon us all.
– Br. Bobby Barbato, OFM Cap, Vice Provincial

DEACON ORDAINED IN MEXICO

At a Chapter, friars come together to discuss their life and
challenges and to elect their ministers. At this Chapter,
twenty delegates voted on various proposals and elected
their leadership: Father David Beaumont Pfeiffer as Custos,
Br. Hector Daniel and Br. Julio Cesar as Councilors.

FERNANDO TRUJILLO LAURIANO, OFM Cap, a member
of our Custody in Northern Mexico, was ordained a Deacon
by Archbishop Rogelio Cabrera López of the Archdiocese
of Monterrey on Saturday February 14, 2015, at St. Francis
of Assisi Church in San Pedro, Nuevo Leon, Mexico. He was
ordained with six other Franciscans.
Original Artwork by Br. José Levya, OFM Cap.
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PROVINCIAL MINISTER APPROVES
POSTULANTS’ ENTRY TO NOVITIATE
Two postulants, Nikolas Barth and William Cisneros, have
been approved by Fr. Harold Snider, OFM Cap, Provincial
Minister, to enter the Inter-Provincial Program for
Capuchin Franciscan Novices at San Lorenzo Friary.
The investiture will take place on Sunday, July 19, 2015.
Nikolas Barth was born and raised in
Northridge, CA. ‘Niko’, as he is called,
attended Catholic elementary and
St. Francis High School in La Cañada-Flintridge. Niko says that after
much time of prayer and reflection as
a Capuchin postulant, “I discovered
my vocation.”
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CAPUCHIN CHARISMS
FRATERNITY of friars joins them in their common goals and
taps into their unique talents to most efficiently operate
their own community as well as the communities they serve.
MINORITY has enabled them to walk with the people they
serve and be accepted as one of their own.
CONTEMPLATION requires they set aside time to reflect upon
the progress and direction of their mission and to listen for
God’s guidance in their mission.
MINISTRY has led the Capuchins to appeal to and often allay
the hunger, despair and loneliness of those among whom
Christ would have walked.

Nikolas Barth

William Cisneros hails from Santa
Ana and attended Cal Poly, Pomona.
What he read in the life of St. Francis
resonated with him. “I had visited
the Capuchin Franciscans and the
Novitiate. After seeing the sense of
community, prayer, being down to
earth and enjoying life, it was an easy
decision to apply.”

JUSTICE, PEACE and ECOLOGY are uniquely Capuchin
because an essential part of the mission of St. Francis was to
strive for all of God’s creation to live in peace and harmony.

William Cisneros

A Loving Memory: Fr. Joseph
Quattropane, OFM Cap.
Sometimes you meet a person who will change your
life’s direction. I met such a person in the Rev. Joseph
Quattropane, a Capuchin Franciscan priest, who died in
California at age 65. He was pastor at St. Joseph Catholic
Church during the 1980s.
During that time period I visited family in my hometown
in Florida. My mother, age 97, was in a nursing home
recovering from a bout with the flu. I discovered care for my
mother had fallen to my two sisters. My two brothers had
excuses not to visit her. This angered me and I had words
with my two siblings.

that time. Then he added, “Now you go visit your mother.”
I did and strangely I found my mother in all these places —
sometimes even as a lonely male waiting for companionship.
It was indeed a life-changing experience. When the call
came for volunteers to train for the Eucharistic minister
program at St. Joseph, I took my visiting duties to a new
level and joined the training program for parishioners who
would take communion to the bedside of the sick. Father
Quattropane eventually assigned me as a Eucharistic
minister to assist the Rev. Larry Caulkins, the aging Catholic
chaplain at the Roseburg Veterans Affairs Medical Center.
However, I continued to visit patients at the local nursing
homes.

I was still angry over their seeming lack of concern about
my mother’s care when I returned to Roseburg. In a
conversation with Father Quattropane, I told him about my
pent-up anger. He listened quietly, then said: “What are you
doing about visiting your mother?”

Father Quattropane moved on to other assignments
with his Franciscan friars. But I continued on my road to
Damascus, which I began because of the priest, splitting my
Eucharistic duties between the VA and local nursing homes.
When the call came for volunteers at the VA to sign up for
one of the first training classes for hospice volunteers, I
signed up and completed that training.

I defensively replied that she was 3,000 miles away, to which
he countered: “No she isn’t. She is right here in Rosehaven,
Mercy Care Center, Grandview and Curry Manor,” he said
rattling off the names of the nursing homes that existed at

All of this because Father Quattropane would not let me vent
my anger until I looked inside myself and went to find my
mother in the face of strangers (Anonymous letter received
at the Capuchin Franciscan Friary.)
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Fraternal Friars Celebrate 80th Birthday
Frs. Brian and Jude McKenna:
Unique Capuchin Twins and Vocations
Twin brothers Brian and Jude McKenna are undoubtedly
a unique pair within the Capuchin Franciscan Order. This
set of fraternal twin brothers celebrated their eightieth
birthday on Valentine’s Day, 2015, at Our Lady of Angels
Parish in Burlingame where Fr. Brian ministers.
The story of the McKenna brothers and their Capuchin
vocation begins before their birth. Their aunt visited Padre
Pio and was told by the Capuchin saint that her nephews
would become priests. The twins and their brother Patrick
grew up on the family farm in the glens of Co. Antrim in the
north of Ireland.
Completing high school, Brian and Jude ventured to make
their way in the world. Sports would play a key role in their
lives. Seventeen-year-old Brian, trim and athletic, spent
a year and a half as a jockey at the race track in County
Meath, Ireland. He then joined his brother working at
Player’s Cigarette Factory.

Capuchin Twin Friars, (L-R) Brian and Jude McKenna

They were ordained to priesthood on June 1, 1966, in
Ireland. As Fr. Brian reflects, “One went East and the other
went West.” Brian was assigned to pastoral work at St.
Francis of Assisi Parish in Bend, Oregon. Oregon provided
opportunities for this fine athlete to develop his ability
further—skiing and golfing with parishioners.

Meanwhile, Jude began developing his boxing skills. In
1958, Jude qualified to represent Ireland as a light, middleweight contender in the 1960 Rome Olympics— the same
Olympics where Cassius Clay (Muhammed Ali) was to
compete.
Up to this point, nothing seemed to indicate either twin
would choose his career with the Capuchins until both
McKenna’s were attending a cricket match at Trinity College,
Dublin. Jude mentioned to Brian that he was going to enter
the Capuchin seminary. Brian, surprised at this disclosure,
had his own secret to reveal. “So am I,” he said. And the two
brother-twins entered the Capuchin Franciscans together
in 1958.
Fr. Jude demonstrates Jujitsu to Zambian youth.

Father Jude was missioned to Zambia, Africa, to serve at the
Capuchin mission in Livingstone. Fr. Jude served there for
seventeen years. Jude’s boxing experience prepared him to
study and teach Jujitsu to Zambian youth. His work with
young people gave youth a positive outlet for their energies.
Fr. Jude achieved distinction in his work in Jujitsu and
was called the “Father of Jujitsu” in Zambia. Fr. Jude was
the national coach and led many teams to Olympic-level
competition. His skill in coaching young Zambians is
acknowledged throughout the country.
St. Francis of Assisi Church in Bend, Oregon,
where Fr. Brian was missioned in 1966

Ad multos annos, Fathers Brian and Jude!
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Capuchin Golden Jubiliarian
PETER BANKS: BRIDGE BUILDER
In June 2014, Father
Peter Banks celebrated
his Golden Jubilee as a
Capuchin
Franciscan
Friar. Father Peter was
born in Sligo, Ireland,
in 1945. He received the
habit of the Friars Minor
Capuchin in the Province
of St. Patrick, Ireland, on
Fr. Peter Banks, OFM Cap.
November 13, 1964. After
studies in philosophy and theology Peter was ordained a
priest on July 1, 1973.
As a student friar, Peter dreamed of serving in Zambia
with other Capuchin missionaries; but after ordination,
he was told that he would be ‘missioned’ to St. Lawrence
of Brindisi Parish in Watts, L.A. in the Vice-Province of St.
Patrick in California.
Though he did not go to Africa, Fr. Peter joined a community
of African Americans in Los Angeles. As immigrants from
Mexico arrived in the area as well, Fr. Peter learned to speak

Spanish to minister to them and soon began his many years
of priestly ministry in Watts with people that he loved.
Fr. Peter served for nine years at St Lawrence until he was
asked to serve as Novice Master and Vocation Director for
the Capuchins.
In 1991, he was elected to Provincial Minister and following
his six year term, he returned to St. Lawrence as pastor. In
2009, Fr. Peter was appointed Vocation Director.
Through the years and various ministries, Fr. Peter’s heart
has always been with the poor, especially those who live in
St. Lawrence Parish. Whether it has been walking through
the projects, working with Los Angeles County Supervisors
and civic leaders, or working to increase enrollment at St.
Lawrence School, his focus and passion reside.
Fr. Peter is a bridge builder linking people from diverse
minorities and communities. It is no wonder that the
Capuchins and Watts residents call Fr. Peter our “Pope
Francis.” A man who knows and loves his “flock,” Fr. Peter
is known and loved at St. Lawrence of Brindisi.

A Dedicated Capuchin Volunteer—
Meet: JIM HEALEY
Reflections by Moira Mahoney, CPP
If you visit St. Lawrence of Brindisi Capuchin Friary located in Watts,
City of Los Angeles, you will come to know Jim Healey. On a daily
basis and for the last seven years, Jim volunteers and serves the
Capuchins in a myriad of ways providing valuable assistance in friary
operations and for the Capuchin Brothers. If items or people need to
be transported or looked after, Jim surfaces like a guardian angel—
kind, gentle, and with a care-giving spirit.
Jim Healey was born, baptized, raised, and educated in Watts. He
attended St. Lawrence grade school and Verbum Dei High School
in Los Angeles; and through his life’s journey, Jim has maintained
a relationship with his Catholic faith and Capuchin Order. Born
an identical twin, with a twin brother also living in California, Jim
fondly reflects on his life growing up in the inter-city and attending
a Catholic grade school and the religious studies program at St.
Lawrence of Brindisi.
Jim lost his parents early in life. Immediately following high school
graduation, Jim enlisted in the U.S. Military. He was stationed in
Hessen, Germany, with the Third Armor Division, and he worked in
the field of truck and military transportation and logistics. Always
drawn by his Catholic faith, Jim made several pilgrimages within
Europe as a G.I.
Continued on pg. 8.

Above: Fr. Peter Banks, OFM Cap, and Jim Healey
in front of a building mural of martyred Bishop
of El Salvador, Oscar Romero at Watts Friary.
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Jim Healey continued from pg. 7
Jim was greatly influenced by his religious elementary/
secondary education before his army career and later
became friends with a Catholic priest, Fr. Daniel O’Sullivan,
who strongly encouraged him to visit the tomb of St.
Francis of Assisi in Italy and journey to Lourdes, France,
on pilgrimage. Jim did just that and visited both sites twice
and later became involved with the Eucharistic Mission
while serving in the Army.

MOIRA MAHONEY’S HISTORICAL
TOUR OF WATTS CAPUCHIN FRIARY
During my first visit to the Watts friary, I had an opportunity
to spend an afternoon with Jim touring the neighborhoods
during his volunteer work shift and learn more about
the Capuchins’ work in this area. As Jim drove up and
down the streets of four major Watts Projects including
Jordon Downs, Nickerson Gardens, Imperial Courts, and
Gonzag Hesi Village, (a senior’s project now predominantly
Hispanic), Jim described the evolving Watts neighborhood,
its change of residents (young families and aging seniors),
and the diverse mixture of cultures now predominantly
African American and Hispanic.
Jim explained, “Watts was greatly affected by the recession,
the 1965 L.A. and the 1992 Rodney King Riots, which bolted
this area into an explosion of racial tension and unrest.
After several plant closings with General Motors, Firestone,
and Good Year in the early 90’s, many residents migrated
elsewhere to follow work. What was once a predominantly
African American neighborhood is now culturally mixed
with African American and Hispanic populations, both just
trying to get along in the Watts neighborhoods.”

“Capuchin Brothers like to help
everyone and look away from
NO ONE. Watts is known for
its dangerous streets, and the
Capuchin Franciscans help this
neighborhood greatly by interfacing
with its residents and illustrate
to families (young and old) there
is always HOPE and light in a
community,” comments Jim.
Jim shared, “Fr. Peter Banks (wearing his Capuchin, brownrobe habit) and I have actually walked together through
these deadly streets. Watts residents were first astonished
but then grew grateful to know others cared and are willing
to provide faith and assistance to this historically struggling
neighborhood.” As Jim drove down the populated streets
of Watts and waved to many teenagers walking on the
sidewalks, it was obvious he knew the neighborhood’s
geography like the back of his hand. Jim described the area
with its gang history and gang-marked territories (between
the Bloods and the Crips) and the reoccurring gang-war
violence that we often hear reported on the evening news.
Jim showed me the Watts community, the ‘lay of its land’
in specific detail, much like an experienced docent tourguide. Jim was clearly an experienced historian.

Having recently relocated from Detroit and worked in
the Motor City for Michigan’s Capuchin Order, the Watts
projects reminded me of some of the compromised and
well-documented areas I would drive through daily to work
in downtown Detroit at the Capuchin Monastery and The
Solanus Casey Center.
I previously knew the Watts neighborhoods were
impoverished and considered ‘projects’ infused with gang
violence, and here I was seeing concrete buildings used as
homes with iron-clad rails protecting its doors in California.
Jim explained, “The Watts projects were originally built as
housing barracks and date back to WW II.” Jim mentioned,
“Capuchin friar, Fr. Peter Banks, OFM Cap, prefers to refer
to these complexes as ‘community developments’, not
projects, because it gives more hope to Watts residents.”
Fr. Jim Cleary, OFM Cap, and Jim Healey in Watts
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CITY OF WATTS: A SPARKLE OF HOPE, FAITH AND TREASURE
As my tour of Watts came to a close, our final destination
led us to the heart of Watts, and we saw a park that was
unexpected and quite surprising to see. What I was viewing was named The Watts Towers, and it is a nationally
recognized historical landmark, an artist’s monument,
built by a European immigrant and sculptor Simon Rodia.
The solo artist referred to his creation as ‘Nuestro Pueblo’
meaning “our town”; and for 34 years, Simon Rodia worked
single-handedly to build his towers without benefit of
machine equipment, scaffolding, bolts, or drawing board
designs. Besides his own ingenuity, Simon used simple
tools, pipe fitter pliers, window-washers belt and buckle to
build. Construction worker by day and artist by night, artist
Rodia adorned his towers with a mosaic of recycled items,
and hand-painted Canton pottery ware of 20th-century
American ceramics.
This imposing artwork on a triangular-shaped lot stretched
an entire block and showcased 17 distinct structures
pointed vertically towards the sky like a church steeple
aspiring to the sun. From afar, a series of sharply pointed,
steel structures shot out of the ground with mortar cover,
shimmering cut glass, pebbles, shattered tile, and seashells
standing vertically like the Egyptian Pyramids against the
blue sky. The tallest of Rodia’s towers is nearly 100 ft. and
boasts the longest slender reinforced concrete column in
the world. The monument also features a gazebo with a
circular bench, three bird baths with hand-drawn designs.

Watts Towers Built by Sculptor Sam Rodia
in 1946, A National Historic Landmark

Artistic Home Decoration — ‘Watts Style’
near St. Lawrence Capuchin Friary
Watts, Los Angeles
Today, Watts Towers is considered an art haven with a
public art studio for young adults to learn art appreciation
and painting skills. Rodia built this imposing structure
in 1946 with the hope that it would never be torn down
and endure the test of time. Ironically, even though the
City of Watts tried to level this megalithic structure once,
the creation was too strong to easily dismantle as it was
constructed with heavy, reinforced steel rods, tons of
broken glass, and recycled objects cemented into its form
for its colorful, detailed, and mosaic ornamentation. It also
met safety regulations and was deemed safe to remain and
stands today, symbolizing ‘hope’ for the human spirit.
Upon closer review, guide Jim Healey explained much of
the shamrock green glass I was noticing on the steel beams
originated from recycled bottles produced by the 7-Up
soda factory once based in the neighborhood after WW II.
Like a sparking diamond in the rough, these ornamental,
pyramid-shaped towers glistened like a cathedral window
in the light and reminded me of Spain’s Quelle Park in
Barcelona, a mosaic visual wonder, built by Spanish
Architect Antonio Gaudi.
To my added surprise, across the street stood a tiny, colorful
Watts bungalow with bold brush strokes and whimsically
painted design, much like a small child’s imaginative
artwork rendition painted on oil canvas. “How much would
that little house cost in Watts?”, I inquired. Jim responded,
“An average home in Watts currently sells for $250K based
on current California real estate prices.”
Continued next page.

Page 10

Capuchin West

Watts continued from pg. 9
As my Watts history tour concluded, it did not surprise me
to learn that Jim is also a history buff and is actively involved
with an historical Confederate Civil War reenactment group
called the Richmond Howitzer Regimen from Virginia.

Mission Highlights At a Glance

Jim is happily married to Sara and enjoys spending time
with his 3-yr old toddler James Peter (named in honor of
Father Peter Banks, OFM Cap) and his 17-year old daughter
Mayra who is a high school freshman.
MANY THANKS to Jim Healey for his loyal and caring work
with our Capuchin Brothers and his generous service for
our country as a retired Veteran. Jim’s faithful service with
the Capuchin Franciscan Western America Province is
appreciated and very much admired. Like a bright jewel,
Jim Healey shines in Watts much like its gleaming towers.

Capuchins Appoint New
Vice-President for Development
Moira Mahoney, a Michigan native and former fundraiser
and event planner for the Capuchins in Detroit (The
Province of St. Joseph) has recently been appointed VicePresident for Development for the Capuchin Franciscan
Western America Province. Moira states, “I am delighted
to continue my work in fundraising with the Capuchins
on the West Coast and look forward to meeting donors and
volunteers who support the dedicated and giving work of
the Capuchin friars and their partners in ministry. “
Moira holds two business
degrees
from
Detroit
College,
and
studied
international business at
the University of Limerick in
southwest Ireland. She holds
a specialized Certificate
Program Planner (CPP)
professional endorsement
from Washington, D.C.,
specific to international
conference, major event
and program planning.
Moira Mahoney, CPP

In her development career Vice President for Development
working with religious and
educational non-profits, Moira served as Assistant Dean
for Development in major gifts and Alumni Director for
donor relations and major event planning at the University
of Detroit Mercy, a Jesuit, (Sisters of Mercy), service-based
mission and urban university with five colleges and two
professional schools (law and dental) located in downtown
Detroit.

New Teacher conducts Catchism classes for Pima children in
the Northern Mexico Mission

Asked about the Capuchins in the Western America
Province, Moira notes, “The work of the Capuchins is
very inspiring to me. For over a century, Capuchin Friars
have served this Province as pastors, teachers, hospital
and prison chaplains, youth ministers, and missionaries
demonstrating compassion through their action. This
Province serves 40,000 Californians weekly, educates men
studying Capuchin ministry, and supports the medical and
essential expenses for Capuchin retirement. In addition,
the Province serves 120,000 indigenous people in 86
remote villages and 100 missions stations in its Northern
Mexico Custody by operating through philanthropic donor
contributions, framed with major fundraising and event
programming. This requires critical support in order to
offer the services provided by the Capuchins in the State of
California and its Province Custody.”
Reflecting on her Irish roots as her late father was born in
County Kerry, Ireland, Moira comments, “It is personally
rewarding to work with a Province steeped in such a strong
Irish history and legacy. Capuchin priests and Brothers
answered God’s call to serve as missionaries in California,
moving from Atlantic to Pacific coastlines, in order to fulfill
its religious mission. The Capuchin ministry’s outreach is
personally inspiring and a tremendous honor to support.”
Welcome, Moira!
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“Go out to the Ends of the World and Proclaim the Good News!”
Fr. Christopher’s Holy Week Missionary Journey to Aniak, Alaska
Born in Baltimore, Maryland, Br. Christopher Iwancio first
met the Franciscans while attending Archbishop Curley
High School in Baltimore. Chris entered the Capuchin Order
in 2008, made his first profession in August 2010 and was
ordained a Capuchin priest on Saturday, February 21, 2015,
at St. Aloysius in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Read the extract
of his letter home from his Alaskan missionary experience
during Holy Week 2015:
Greetings from Alaska! This was one of those lucky days
when I have had access to the internet. I am sitting in my
room above the church watching it snow, which the area
has not gotten much of this winter. One of my professors
last semester told me that there was a great need for priests
in the area, especially for Holy Week and told me to consider
volunteering. So he got me in touch with Franciscan Sr.
Kathy who lives here and assigned me to three parishes.
It turns out that she was living at the convent while I was
growing up in Baltimore—small world.

Photo: The Frozen Kuskokwim River facing the Russian Mountains. “Yes, those are tire tracks on the ice,” writes Fr. Christopher

After the Mass, there was a potluck dinner which featured
several of the native Yup’ik Eskimo dishes called Akutaq
known by outsiders as “Eskimo Ice Cream.” It is made of
fat, white fish, and berries.
On Wednesday I traveled to an even more remote town
called Holy Cross and stayed for Holy Thursday and Good
Friday. The living quarters there had no running water, so
it was challenging. Then I traveled back to Aniak for the
Easter Vigil and Easter morning mass which included six
baptisms. The weather was is in the 30s during the day
and 20s at night. At Holy Cross the temps dipped down to
around zero.

Holy Week at Holy Cross Church, Alaska

I flew out the next day to Aniak which is considered one
of the larger villages with 500 people. As soon as I got here
I was asked if I could travel to Kalsgag, one of the smaller
villages 30 miles away because someone who is close to
dying needed to be anointed. Also it would allow the parish
to have a Palm Sunday Mass. The local parish administrator
emailed me to see if I was up for the travel which would be
over a frozen river, I said, “Of course.” Although there are
no roads that connect these small towns, during the winter
the rivers freeze over creating an ice road. In the summer
people travel by boat. Of course there are airstrips that
people can fly to, but costs are very high for even a short
trip. Driving over the ice was very exciting as it had already
started to melt around me. I had an exhilarating lesson on
how to drive on the melting river!
Let’s just say it was a very hair-raising ride. I arrived,
finished the anointing and celebrated Mass for the small
community.

Thank you again for all your prayers and support. Being
ordained has been a humbling experience. I was told by
one of the Sisters arranging the visit that this was an area no
one wants to visit, as there are challenges with travel. The
living conditions are very sparse and the people struggle
with many issues, not to mention the weather; I know this
is why I was ordained.
When Jesus told his early followers to “Go out to the Ends of
the World and Proclaim the Good News”, they didn’t know
where Aniak, Alaska was located, but now that I am here,
I have a better understanding of what Jesus was talking
about.
May God bless you all,
Fr. Christopher Iwancio, OFM Cap.
Links from Father Christopher’s Ordination:
https://picasaweb.google.com/103261344523327067258/
Iwancio?
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Spotlight on: PAUL MELANÇON
Remembering the Impossible
Apollo 13 Mission

Paul Melançon recalls the harrowing
day of the explosion on Apollo 13.

When Paul and Nadine Melançon retired from NASA in 1996,
they moved to Solvang. Almost immediately they became
involved in life at the Old Mission Santa Inés—from projects
to restore the Mission Museum, training of docents, to
managing the Mexico Mission Office. They are truly partners
in the Capuchin Mission. Recently, Paul’s experience as a
NASA engineer was recognized in the Central Coast News,
April 13, 2015, the 45th anniversary of the explosion on
Apollo 13 and the safe return to earth of three astronauts
aboard the space-craft. (Reprint—Santa Ynes Valley News,
edited)

The explosion had damaged the power supply on the
Service module. NASA’s engineers faced the challenge of
getting the spacecraft and its occupants back to earth safely.
They would have to rely on power from the lunar module.
With no previous experience or even a thought that the
lunar module could be used
“We tried to ‘slingas a ‘lifeboat,’ the NASA
shot’ the module
engineers, Paul among them,
around
the moon.”
decided to try to ‘slingshot’
the spacecraft around the
moon and set it on a ‘free return’ trajectory. Astronauts had
to move from the Command module into the lunar module.
The process had to be completed quickly because as Paul
says, “The lunar module was built to support two guys for
36 hours not three guys. Powered by the lunar module’s
descent engine, spacecraft returned to earth safely, and the
maneuver went off without a hitch.”
At 6:00 a.m. — seven hours after Paul had arrived at the
Houston Center from Los Angeles, Paul “felt like he could
breathe again.” He and his colleagues had managed to
give the astronauts enough air, power and water to bring
them home. The Apollo 13 spacecraft landed safely on
April 17, splashing down in the Pacific Ocean. Astronauts
had jettisoned the damaged Service module, transferred
into the Command module and Commander Lovell, said
farewell to the lunar module. “Farewell, Aquarius and thank
you.” Thank you, Paul!

April 13, 1970 is a day Paul Melançon will never forget. An
engineer and assistant program manager for the Lunar
Module Abort Guidance System (AGS), Paul played a
critical role in bringing Apollo 13 and its three astronauts
safely home. For his efforts, Paul received a Presidential
Medal of Freedom.
Apollo 13 was on its way to the moon when an explosion
occurred 205,000 miles from Earth. Paul says he was in a
rental car driving from Houston’s airport when he heard the
lunar landing had been scrapped.
“I was driving as fast as I could. I’m driving 125 mph
through downtown Houston and I’m looking for a cop
to give me an escort,” recalled Paul. Finally, he spotted
flashing red lights in his rear view mirror, pulled over,
pulled out his identification and asked the officer to escort him to NASA’s Johnson Space Center. He was told, “We
can’t give you an escort, but just be careful. It’s foggy.” Paul
was there representing AGS, one of 600 contractors for the
Space Center.

Nadine and Paul Melançon
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Capuchins at a Glance

St. Lawrence of Brindisi
Watts, Los Angeles
Sunday Mass with (L-R) Fathers
Donal Burke, OFM Cap. and
Peter Banks, OFM Cap.

BROWN SCAPULAR BLANKET DRIVE
Students from St. Lawrence of Brindisi
Weekend Religious Studies Program
pictured with Moira Mahoney,V.P. for
Development, Capuchin Franciscans Western
America Province.
(Blankets created by students
for the homeless.)

Fr. James Cleary, OFM Cap, distributing
Holy Communion at St. Lawrence Church
Watts, Los Angeles
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Capuchins at a Glance
Mission
Capuchin Novices in Tres Ojitos, Mexico with Fr. Joseph Seraphin, OFM Cap.
Photo: Brothers in an adobe chapel built by Capuchin Postulates and Friars.

Hospital Chaplaincy

Easter Vigil celebrated by Fr. James Stump, OFM Cap.
Catholic Chaplain and Services for VA Palo Alto Health Care System

Planned Giving Program

F

or more than a century, the Capuchin Franciscans
have played a vital part in the history of the West
Coast of the United States. The Capuchin Franciscan
Order of California has been blessed with many individuals
and families that have been a very important part of the
Capuchin’s mission. For years, countless individuals
have demonstrated their commitment to the Capuchin
ministries by contributing time, energy, and financial
support. Many have committed to the goals and core
values of the Capuchins.
With this in mind, the Capuchins will be implementing
a Planned Giving Program to help fund and sustain their
long-term goals and objectives. In 2015 and beyond, the
Capuchins will take steps to make you aware of a Planned
Giving Program that will respond to individual and family
inquiries for those seriously interested in including the
Capuchins in their estate plans and other long-term,
major gift planning strategies.
Your willingness to include the Capuchins as a part of your
overall estate or financial plans will help ensure that the
Capuchins will be able to continue to serve.
Your generous gifts designated in your wills, trusts, or
other estate planning vehicles will allow this to happen.

Page 15

The simplest and most common forms of Planned Gifts
include Bequests and Beneficiary Designations that
benefit both the donor and the Capuchins. By including
the Capuchins in your estate plans, you are benefiting
generations to come.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Some of the most common ways to give include:
• Cash
• Bequests and Trusts
• Appreciated Securities
• Real Estate
• Mutual Funds
• Life Insurance
• Retirement Plan Funds
For more information, please contact:
Fr. Donal Burke OFM Cap. (V. P. for Advancement), or
Moira Mahoney, CPP (V.P. for Development) at
650-347-1505.

Ways to participate include:
• Golf Event Sponsorships
• Tee Signage
• Display Advertising
Call the Capuchin Development
Office for more information at
(650) 347-1505
Or visit:
www.capuchinsgolf.com

Fr. Donal Burke, OFM Cap.
Office of Development
1345 Cortez Avenue
Burlingame, CA 94010
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www.olacapuchins.org

This newsletter has been produced by
the Development Office of the Capuchin
Franciscans Western America Province.

OUR GOAL
The goal of the Capuchin Development Office is to fund the domestic and international mission of the Capuchin
Franciscan Western America Province. That mission ranges from support for our own Provincial members ministering
here in the United States to providing assistance to Capuchins serving worldwide.
The Capuchin Franciscans Province of Western America also generates support for the works of justice and mercy
undertaken by Capuchin Friars across the globe.
If you are interested in supporting our mission, please contact our Development Office at 650-347-1505.
LET US KNOW:
The Capuchin West Newsletter is our way of illustrating how the Western America Province fulfills its mission.
You, as part of our community, share this vision of service to those in need.
Through this publication, we demonstrate how we use resources that you
generously provide to us and hope the contents of Capuchin West will convey a
sense of the work we do and how valuable your contributions are to this work.
Please feel free to write us with your comments or suggestions at:
ofmcap@comcast.net. Many thanks for your continued support.
Moira Mahoney, CPP
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